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the sea-rovers of Devon and Cornwall formed a great school of
seamanship and naval warfare, in which the Drakes, the Gren-
villes, the Gilberts, the Raleighs, and other West-Country
Heroes, learnt those lessons of daring, of adventure, of quick
sailing, of sharp-shooting, and, above all, the skilful handling
of good ships in all winds and weathers, which ultimately won
for this country the supremacy of the sea and laid the founda-
tion of a great Colonial Empire.

For some time the sea-rovers kept pretty close to the Irish
Sea and the English Channel, but presently some of them
ventured further, and, sailing * Westward-Ho!' to the Spanish
colonies of the New World, were bold enough to attack the
gold-laden galleons of Philip II. in those Western waters
which he considered the private and sacred highways of his
Empire.

The first to carry the English flag to the Spanish ports of
the West Indies and South America was that sturdy man of
Devon, John Hawkins. He went out at first on a peaceful
trading expedition, and he was one of the few English seamen
who had been careful to keep on friendly terms with the
Spaniards, He had taken part in none of the piratical
expeditions of his West-Country friends and relatives, prefer-
ring the dangerous, and in the long-run the not less profitable
life of legitimate merchant seamen. The idea came to him,
however, that instead of trading in English woollens and
Spanish spices, he could make more money by carrying living
cargoes of negro slaves to the Spanish possessions in the West
Indies^ Although but half a century had passed since those
islands had been colonized by the Spaniards, the natives who
had populated them at the time of their discovery had now
almost entirely disappeared. Many of them had died by the
sword, for the Spaniards were frightfully cruel, even according
to the standards of a universally cruel age* But perhaps most
of them had succumbed in that mysterious way by which
many native races seem unable to thrive and increase after the
coming of the white, map, falling victims to new diseases and